
 
 

America’s Aging 
Vehicles Delay Rate 
Of Fleet Turnover 
by Hart Schwartz | January 23, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

With consumers holding onto cars longer than before, new vehicles as a 

proportion of the overall fleet have fallen steadily over time. 

The average age of motor vehicles on the road in the United States has been steadily 

increasing, delaying the rate of fleet turnover. The most obvious implication of this trend 

is slower introduction of newer, more fuel-efficient vehicles, and, in turn, fleetwide 

reductions in fuel consumption will be deferred. While generally true, this finding is 

qualified by the fact that older vehicles are driven less, so even if older vehicles are less 

fuel efficient, they do not contribute as much to fuel consumption as newer, more 

frequently driven vehicles. This article will explore the data behind these trends. 
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